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Nasher Sculpture Center Announces Acquisition of
Sculptural Work by Artist Nic Nicosia

Dallas-based artist’s large-scale sculpture now on view in the Nasher
Garden

DALLAS, Texas (October 16, 2020) — The Nasher Sculpture Center announces the
acquisition of a new work by artist Nic Nicosia: a figurative, monumental stainless-
steel sculpture called bighands, currently on view in the Nasher Garden. The work,
commissioned by the Nasher, comes to the collection through the generous support
of a group of patrons and admirers of Nicosia’s decades-long artistic practice.

“It has been tremendous to witness the support for Nic and his ambitious foray into
large-scale sculpture by the patrons and friends who came together to help bring
this work to fruition,” says Director Jeremy Strick. “bighands promises to bring
delight to our Nasher visitors, while compelling a thoughtful inquiry into the powerful
language of bodily gestures.”

Best known for his work in photography and film, in the last decade Nicosia began
to make independent sculptures, but his photography has relied on the production of
hand-made objects and constructed sets throughout his career. Early experiments
in paper clay and hydrocal included a group of eccentric personages reminiscent of
works by Max Ernst, whimsical wire portraits harkening back to the early work of
Alexander Calder, and anonymous male figures taking on various poses and
personas. Many of these were made independently of his photography, but they
soon began to populate the models for his staged photographs and, more recently,
real domestic interiors, resulting in images that confound reality and artifice.

Nicosia recently began to work with a foundry to cast several of these compositions
and enlarge others. One of these is the Nasher acquisition bighands, 2010
(enlarged and cast 2020). The figure is bald with no distinguishing facial features,
male, but with no genitalia. Over 8 feet tall, the figure’s hands and feet are
oversized. These disproportionate features effect a jarring shift in scale that is at
once humorous and confrontational. The gesture, enlarged as it is, is nonetheless
ambiguous. With one foot slightly in front of the other, the figure could be making an
emphatic call to halt, pushing back against something, or simply presenting his
hands—the body part that distinguishes humans as a species and individually—as
an existential gesture: | am here; this is me. The hands on the model are Nicosia’s,
making it an unusual and powerful self-portrait.

The work by Nic Nicosia is a significant addition to the Nasher collection. It is the
first work by this renowned contemporary artist and Dallas native to enter the
collection, and the most significant addition to the expanding representation of
noteworthy works by important Texas artists, such as David Bates, Jim Love, James
Magee, and David McManaway. It extends the collection’s representation of the
figurative tradition in sculpture, resonating strongly with powerful, generalized
figures by Magdalena Abakanowicz, Jonathan Borofsky, and Antony Gormley, as
well as with the shifts in scale and existentialist tone in the work of Alberto
Giacometti. The first enlarged cast of this composition, bighands is also unique in
another way: it is the only large-scale sculpture by the artist in any museum
collection to date.
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bighands was acquired with generous support from Marguerite Steed Hoffman and
Thomas W. Lentz, Charles Dee Mitchell, Cece and Ford Lacy, Travis Vandergriff,
Lisa and Chuck Brown, Debbie and Eric Green, Laurie Hasty, Jeanne and Michael
Klein, Jani and Jeff Leuschel, Deedie Rose, Catherine and Will Rose, Sharon and
Michael Young, Judy and Daniel Neiman, Bonnie and Michael Rothman, Brooke
and Rod Roberson, Rena and Daniel Sternberg, Dr. Zoe Jones and Mr. John
Getchell, and Janet and Jonathan Kutner. Especial thanks to Erin Cluley Gallery.

For high resolution photos, please visit:
https://www.dropbox.com/home/Photos/ARTWORKS/Acquisitions/bighands_Nic%2

ONicosia

About the Nasher Sculpture Center:

Located in the heart of the Dallas Arts District, the Nasher Sculpture Center is home
to the Raymond and Patsy Nasher Collection, one of the finest collections of
modern and contemporary sculpture in the world, featuring more than 300
masterpieces by Calder, de Kooning, di Suvero, Giacometti, Gormley, Hepworth,
Kelly, Matisse, Miré, Moore, Picasso, Rodin, Serra, and Shapiro, among others.
The Nasher Sculpture Center is open Thursday and Friday 11 a.m to 8 p.m. and
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 5 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults, $7 for
seniors, $5 for students, and free for children 12 and under and members, and
includes access to special exhibitions. Visitors must book a timed ticket in advance.
For more information, visit www.NasherSculptureCenter.org.
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